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July 11, 2010
Dear Faith in Action Partners and Community:

The New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Bureau
of HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control commends and is proud to
partner with the NYC Faith in Action for HIV/AIDS Prevention, Care
and Education Coalition for the second annual Stepping Up in Faith for
HIV and AIDS (2010) week of events.

While New York City is the United States’ epicenter of an ongoing
multi-decade epidemic, it is fortunate to also be home to many
thousands of places of worship. Therefore, the place that NYC Faith in
Action plays in addressing issues of HIV and AIDS is of great
importance. We very much appreciate all of your efforts in this mission
and are eager to participate in this coalition.

As the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, addressing
HIV/AIDS in NYC, we are continually looking for ways to ensure
synergistic collaboration with our communities, working to prevent HIV
and to help ensure that those affected are met with a prompt,
supportive, compassionate response, including treatment and care.
We work to bring shared visions, informed through communication and
interaction with many partners including, very importantly, our partners
in the Faith sector. For many, their places of worship and faith
communities are a crucial point of intersection, to receive life saving,
and/or potentially healing knowledge, skills, motivation and resources
to address HIV and AIDS.

With the collaboration of our partners in the Faith in Action for
HIV/AIDS Prevention, Care and Education Coalition, we re-affirm our
commitment to “step up” in partnership to help by supporting evidence-
based interventions, early identification, the provision of compassion
and support for people in need, the reduction of stigma and suffering in
NYC communities including faith communities. May this year's events
serve as a spring-board to more action, innovation, determination and
renewed energy to work collaboratively and effectively towards
eradicating HIV and AIDS.

Sincerely,
M. Monica Sweeney, MD, MPH
Assistant Commissioner



